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opportunity, Eingeltaube entered into conversation with the
Shanar respecting his people and their customs; but was
unable, he says, to get any satisfactory or sensible answers to
his inquiries, owing to the stupidity of his visitor.

But the earnest cry of the people of Travancore, " Come
over and help us," was soon, in the most distinct and un-
mistakable manner, brought to the ears of the servant of
God, by a pilgrim from that country named Maha Easan.
He was a Pariah of some education and good character, a
worshipper of Siva. Becoming dissatisfied with the worship
conducted in his native village, Meiladi, he proceeded on a
pilgrimage to Chillarnbram. Here he performed the .usual
ceremonies, but without obtaining the peace and satisfaction
of mind that he sought. He afterwards visited Tanjore and
other places. On one occasion, passing by the mission
church at Tanjore, he came to the door of the church, where
he stood and listened to the sermon which was then being
delivered by the Eev. J. C, Kohlhoff. Eecognising the man
by his garb as a religious pilgrim, Mr. Kohlhoff specially
addressed him in the course of his sermon; the poor man's
attention was arrested and his heart touched. He remained
in Tanjore for some months as an inquirer, listening atten-
tively to the instructions of the missionaries. Then he
returned to Meiladi to his friends, showed them his Christian
books, and built a small hut, which he set apart for the
worship of the true God.

After a few months Maha Easan again visited Tanjore to
endeavour to induce a European missionary to come to Tra-
vancore. Ho missionary could be spared; but a catechist
with his wife and family accompanied the convert to Meiladi,
and preached there for some time. Eingeltaube, however,
heard of these circumstances, and rightly regarded them as a
providential call to him to labour in the Travancore terri-
tory, whither he determined at once to direct his steps.